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BEFORE THE ARIZONA STATE BOARD OF 

OSTEOPATHIC EXAMINERS IN MEDICINE AND SURGERY 

In the matter of: 

Susan Smith, D.O. 
Holder of License No. 2606 
For the Practice of 
Osteopathic Medicine in the 
State of Arizona 

ORDER FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 

Information was brought to the attention of the Arizona 

Board of Osteopathic Examiner~ in Medicine and Surgery (hereinafter 

"Board") during the meeting of December 2, 1994 giving cause to 

believe that Susan Smith, D.O. (hereinafter, "Respondent"), holder 

of license number 2606 for the practice of osteopathic medicine and 

surgery in the State of Arizona, may be physically and/or 

psychologically unable to safely and skillfully engage in the 

practice of medicine and may have committed one or more acts of 

unprofessional conduct as defined in A.R.S. ~ 32-1854. Thereafter, 

in public session the Board voted to summarily suspend Respondent's 

license to practice osteopathic medicine and surgery in Arizona 

pending a hearing on the allegations set forth herein 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

I 

Susan Smith, D.O. (Respondent) is the holder of License 

No. 2606 for the practice of osteopathic medicine and surgery in 

the State of Arizona. 
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II 

The Board of Osteopathic Examiners in Medicine and 

Surgery is the duly constituted authority for the regulation of the 

practice of osteopathic medicine and surgery in the State of 

Arizona, pursuant to Title 32, chapter 17 of the Arizona Revised 

Statutes. 

III 

On February 13, 1992, Respondent entered into a 

Stipulation and Agreement with the Board as a means of resolving 

case #1297, containing allegations that Respondent had 

inappropriately prescribed controlled substances, and had failed to 

maintain medical records on a patient. A copy of this Stipulation 

and Agreement is included with this order as exhibit #I. 

IV 

As one of the terms of the Stipulation and Agreement 

referenced in paragraph III, Respondent is required to submit to 

the Board's Executive Director, on a monthly basis, a log of all 

prescriptions written by her, including the date written, patient's 

name, medication prescribed and amount prescribed. 

V 

On October 23, 1992, Respondent signed consent to Entry 

of Order, and Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law No. 92-005 

wherein she admitted to committing acts of unprofessional conduct 

pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-1854, and agreed to refrain from the 

practice of osteopathic medicine and surgery pending completion of 

an in-patient substance abuse treatment program. A copy of this 

order is included with this order as exhibit #2. 
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VI 

On December 31, 1992 Respondent signed Consent to Entry 

of Order, and Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law No. 92-006, 

which incorporated the findings of unprofessional conduct as set 

forth in Consent to Entry of Order and Findings of Facts and 

Conclusions of Law No. 92-005, and which placed Respondent on 

Probation for a period of three (3) years. Included in the terms 

of probation which Respondent agreed to were: 

A) Respondent shall use no controlled substance or 

prescription-only medication unless prescribed by 

her attending physician. Respondent shall refrain 

completely from the use of alcohol. Respondent 

shall notify the Board in writing of any substance 

or medication prescribed to her by a physician 

within twenty-four (24) hours after such 

prescription is ordered by the attending physician. 

B) The terms and conditions of the Stipulation and 

Agreement entered into by Respondent, within the 

Board on February 13, 1992 are incorporated as part 

of this Order (No. 92-006) and are included as an 

addendum hereto, and shall be in effect so long as 

this order is effective 

A copy of Order No.92-006 is included with this order as exhibit 

#3. 

VII 

On October 28, 1994, Respondent submitted to a random 

urine drug screen in accordance with the terms and conditions of 

} ~ 3 
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for Respondent: 

mgs. 

Order No. 92-006. Respondent indicated that she was currently 

taking the following medications: Buspar, Paxil, Maxide, Deseryl, 

Motrin and Lortab 5. 

VIII 

The Board had previously received notification from E.T. 

Reid, Jr., M.D., that he was prescribing the following medication 

Prozac 60 mgs., Buspar I0 mgs., and Trazodone 50 

IX 

On November 8, 1994, the Board received a report on the 

analysis of the urine drug screen sample obtained from Respondent 

performed by Southwest Labs, Tempe, Arizona. This report 

indicated the presence of the following substances in the 

aforementioned sample: Hydrocodone (Lortab), Carisoprodal (Soma), 

Acetaminophen (Lortab), Ibuprofin (Motrin), and Trazodine 

(Deseryl). A copy of this report is included with this order as 

exhibit #4. 

X 

As of November 30, 1994, the Board has not been notified 

by either Respondent or her treating physician, that she has been 

prescribed either Hydrocodone (Lortab) or Carisoprodol (Soma), as 

required by Order No. 92-006. 

XI 

The medication described in paragraphs VII through X are 

controlled substances and/or prescription-only medications as 

classified by the United States Drug Enforcement Administration. 
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X!I 

As of November 30, 1994, Respondent had not submitted 

prescribing logs, as required by Order No. 92-006 for the period 

September 19, 1992 through November 30, 1994. 

XIII 

The Board has received evidence, contained herein as 

exhibit #5, that Respondent has prescribed medications, including 

controlled substances, but has not provided documentation to the 

Board, as required by Order No. 92-006. 

XIV 

On March 31, 1994, the Board received documents and 

information from CIGNA Health Care of Arizona indicating that 

respondent was provided the opportunity to resign her position with 

that organization, in lieu of being discharged therefrom, for 

various aspects of medical practice deemed to be below the standard 

These included: 

A. failure to maintain appropriate medical 

records on patients; and, 

B performing a vasectomy on a patient (B.N. 

Medical Records #476550-02) without 

appropriate training and/or supervision 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

XV 

The conduct alleged in paragraphs VII through IX 

constitutes unprofessional conduct as defined in A.R.S. ~ 32-1854 

(22): Using controlled substances or prescription only drugs 

unless they are provided by a medical practitioner, as defined in 

~5 

of care. 
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section 32-1901, as part of a lawful course of treatment. 

XVI 

The conduct alleged in paragraphs IX through XIII 

constitutes unprofessional conduct as defined in A.R.S. ~ 32-1854 

(26): Violating a formal order, probation or a stipulation issued 

by the board under this chapter. 

XVII 

The conduct alleged in paragraphs IX and X constitutes 

unprofessional conduct as defined in A.R.S. § 32-1854 (41) : Any 

conduct or practice that impairs the licensee's ability to safely 

and skillfully practice medicine or that may reasonably be expected 

to do so. 

XVIII 

The conduct alleged in paragraph XIV constitutes 

unprofessional conduct as defined in A.R.S. § 32-1854(6): Engaging 

in the practice of medicine in a manner that harms or may harm a 

patient or that the Board determines falls below the community 

standard. 

XIX 

The conduct alleged in paragraph XIV constitutes 

unprofessional conduct as defined in A.R.S. § 32-1854(21) : Failing 

or refusing to maintain adequate records on a patient. 

XX 

The conduct alleged in paragraph XIV constitutes 

unprofessional conduct as defined in A.R.S. § 32-1854(40) : Any 

conduct or practice that endangers a patient's or the public's 

health or may reasonably be expected to do so. 
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By virtue of the conduct alleged in paragraphs IX through 

XIV, constituting unprofessional conduct as set forth in paragraphs 

XV through XX, Respondent's continued practice of medicine is 

determined to present an immediate danger to the public health, 

safety and welfare, and as such, requires immediate action by the 

Board. 

ORDER 

THEREFORE, the following order is entered: 

License No. 2606 for the practice of osteopathic medicine and 

surgery in the State of Arizona is Summarily Suspended, pending a 

formal hearing on the allegations set forth herein. The Board's 

Executive Director shall issue a notice of the time, date and 

location for the aforementioned hearing, and said hearing shall be 

held within no more than 90 days from the date of this order. 

199~. 

ENTERED AND EFFECTIVE this ~/~ day of ~gc.~t~6~ 

R~BERT J. MILLER, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 

Arizona Board of Osteopathic 
Examiners in Medicine and 
Surgery 




